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Dear Mr. Vance:

We appreciate your agency's March 3, 1977 request
for assistance to assess the impact of American Gilso-
nite Company's proposals on Endangered Species. The
fact that you recognized as a possible impact on a
species is commendable. :

Our assessment is in complete agreement with Mr.
Heggen's, Utah Division of Wildlife Resources, and
that is that the sighted peregrine falcons on oil
shale tracts U-a and U-b were itenerant birds either
feeding or migrating thru these tract areas. As you
are aware- the oil shale areas are near the White
River, which would provide feeding habitat for peregrines.
However, the gilsonite mine proposal is several miles
north of this river and occupies typical desert habi-
tat. This-area would not then attract peregrines as
a feeding area in the same matter as the two tracts.

At any rate it is our opinion that the proposed
action would not adversely affect the American peregrine
falcons in the area.

Sincerely,

A A,

bert H. Shields
Area Manager
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